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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: The examiner 
notes the applicant lists two Claim 13(s). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 6, 8-9, 13-14, 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Brown et al. (US 6,901 ,381 B2) in view Brotherston (US 
2002/001 0633 A1). 

Claim 1-3, 6, 14, 19, and 20 

Brown discloses a system for inventory and sales reconciliation for multiple schedules 
events (see at least, abstract), comprising: an interface in communication with a 
database for entering a collection of inventory items in the database for a selected one 
of the multiple scheduled events (see at least, col. 4, lines 15-55: the examiner notes a 
management corporate headquarter assigns inventory to a train that needs to be 
stocked to the commissionaires at depot stations is interpreted to be an interface to 
communicate inventory items for a sexed one of multiple schedules events and further 
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upload/download of data would be done via a workstation and database (see col. 12, 
Lines 10-20), the selected event occurring at a remote location (see at least, col. 4, lines 
15-55: the examiner notes a train is a remote location); a portable terminal for transport 
with the collection of inventory items to the remote location for collecting sales 
transactions information relating to the sales of one or more of the inventory items to the 
consumers (see at least, col. 4, lines 15-55) and a report server for receiving 
information from the database and the portable terminal for reconciliation of the 
inventory items and sales transaction information after the selected event (see at least, 
col. 6, lines 35-54 and col. 7, lines 26-41), further Brown discloses [claim 2] a payment 
server for receiving the consumer information from the portable terminal for completing 
the sales transaction after the selected event, the payment server in communication 
with the report server (see at, least, col. 6, lines 35-54 and col. 7, lines 26-41) and the 
report and payment servers, using the inventory and sales transaction information for 
completing business transactions with one or more owners of the inventory items (see 
at least, col. 4, lines 15-55 and col. 6, lines 35-54 and col. 7, lines 26-41) and [claim 6] 
wherein the consumer information comprises credit card information and the payment 
server is operable to route the card information to a final network for transaction 
authorization and settlement (see at least, col. 4, lines 15-55 and col. 6, lines 35-54 and 
col. 7, lines 26-41) 

Brown fails to disclose the use of an Internet portal for communication. 
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However Brotherston discloses the use of an Internet portal for communication 
(see at least, [0044]), further Brotherston discloses [claim 3] a remote location 
comprises a scheduled air line flight (see at least, [0042]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Brown to include the use of an Internet 
portal for communication as taught by Brotherston. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to combine the teachings in order to provide rigorous tracking of 
data to support analysis of productivity associated with both travel and service 
commodities (see at least, [0005]). 

Claim 8-9 and 13 

Brown discloses a back-office subsystem including at least one server and a database 
for storing a plurality of travel profiles and completed travel information (see at least, col. 
7, lines 52-61 and col. 15, lines 7-29), and administrator user interface in 
communication with the back-office subsystem for imputing and maintaining the profiles 
(see at least, col. 7, lines 52-61 and col. 15, lines 7-29); and end-user interface in 
communication with the back-office subsystem for inputting completed travel information 
(see at least, col. 4, lines 15-55 and col. 6, lines 35-54 and col. 7, lines 26-41); and in- 
travel terminal device for completing sales transactions and tracking on-board inventory 
(see at least, col. 4, lines 15-55 and col. 6, lines 35-54 and col. 7, lines 26-41), further 
Brown discloses a profile comprises information for a default list of items to be sold on a 
scheduled travel (see at least, col. 7, lines 52-61 and col. 15, lines 7-29) and further 
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completed travel information comprises sales transaction information and inventory 
information (see at least, col. 4, lines 15-55 and col. 6, lines 35-54 and col. 7, lines 26- 
41),. 

Brown fails to disclose wherein the information is flight information. 

However Brotherston discloses (see at least, [0042]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Brown to include the information is flight 
information as taught by Brotherston. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to combine the teachings in order to provide rigorous tracking of data to 
support analysis of productivity associated with both travel and service commodities 
(see at least, [0005]). 

Claims 4-5, 7, 10-12, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Brown et al. (US 6,901 ,381 B2) in view Brotherston (US 
2002/0010633 A1) as applied to the respective independent claims, and further in view 
of Examiner's Official Notice. 

Claims 4-5 and 10-12. 15-17 

Brown discloses a POS device that is able to be docked to a workstation to 
upload/download transaction and inventory data. 

Brown in view of Brotherston fails to disclose wherein this POS device is a PDA 
that has a cradle for upload/download of data and further contains a touch screen 
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interface, printer, and magnetic card stripe reader that can perform a sales 
transaction/adjust inventory and capture an electronic signature. 

The examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well none in the POS arts to 
have a PDA that can perform the functions as claimed by the applicant (as noted 
above). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to combine the 
teachings of Brown in view of Brotherston with the features of the Examiner's Official 
Ntoice in order to provide a mobile transaction device an easy to carry device that can 
perform transactions. 

Claims 7 and 18 

Brown in view of Brotherston fails to disclose receiving transaction information from a 
financial network and storing settlement information into a database. 

The examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well none in the credit card 
arts to have a credit entity return credit authorization and have it stored in a database as 
a form of a record in order to signify the transaction. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to combine the 
teachings of Brown in view of Brotherston with the features of the Examiner's Official 
Ntoice in order to provide a clear and concise records of all transaction that have taken 
place. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asfand M. Sheikh whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1466. The examiner can normally be reached on 9a-5p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan M. Zeender can be reached on (571)272-6790. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Asfand M. Sheikh/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
12/18/2008 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



